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O B J E C T I V E  

Work for FarmNet as a Financial Consultant 

 

F I N A N C I A L  C O N S U L T I N G  E X P E R I E N C E  

My strengths in Financial Consulting derive from over 20 years of practical experience with business management, including 

bookkeeping, budgeting, payroll, HR, credit, financial benchmarking, marketing, and more.   

· Trainings delivered on Effective Financial Management Techniques, Bookkeeping and Financial Recordkeeping, 

Business Budgeting. Familiar with successful methods of marketing and e-marketing, retail and wholesale 

management, Human Resources and NYS applicable laws and regulations, and Team Management.  

· Experience mentoring farmers both locally and internationally, training in collaborative communication and group 

facilitation provide the tools to draw out a set of “do-able” steps towards financial success that are able to be 

implemented.  

 

W O R K  E X P E R I E N C E  

Food Systems Consultant 

Garden of Eve Consulting Group I  New York & Remote      January 2024 - present 

Member of project team that produced the “NY Farm Empowerment Masterclass” for Point Sur Consulting and The Food 

Bank for NYC. Curriculum design, recruitment of BIPOC and underserved farmers, and delivery of a ten part, three month  

Farm Empowerment Masterclass. Designed and implemented strict project timelines, pre-and post class surveys for 

success benchmarking, and delivered written and oral presentations on the evaluation metrics.  

 

Chief Financial Officer, HR Manager, Co-Founder 

Garden of Eve Organic Farm I Riverhead, NY 2001- present 

· Managed and oversaw strategic growth of production and sales from founding in 2021 to $1M revenue, 85-acre 
certified organic farm selling retail and through Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) shares at 20 locations in 
the NY metro area.  

· Managed all business operations including marketing, advertising, bookkeeping, budgeting, payroll, employee 
recruitment and development. Managed crew of 20-30 seasonal staff.  

· Organized and taught agritourism and educational events, including large public festivals,  classes, and tours for 

adults and children 

 

Farmer-to-Farmer Project, USAID         

· Madagascar (CNFA), Farmer Educator with women’s vegetable farming cooperative, using collaborative 

techniques to teach marketing, business concepts and production strategies in a rural village, July 2022 

· Uganda (remote), “Farming As a Business” CRS assignment, Paired Remote Volunteer. Worked with 
Ugandan trainer to refine and adapt her training plans to better serve course participants.    Nov-Dec 2022 



· Zimbabwe (remote), Cultivating New Frontiers in Agriculture (CNFA) assignment, “Hort Horizon” mushroom 
farm, Business Devel Skills training January-April 2021 

· Barbados (remote), IICA Agrimentor Project, BOAMS Group agricultural project, Business Development 
Skills September-December 2021 

Organic Transition Mentor, Northeast Organic Farmers Association-NY     2022-present 

Outreach to NY agriculture community encouraging transition to organic practices and certification. Strategizing, 

mentoring, leading educational sessions, promoting best practices of project. One-on-one mentoring in NJ, WV 

 

Principal Planner, Town of Southampton, NY         2004-2007 

Wrote planning and zoning legislation with a focus on farmland preservation strategies and TDR, 

researched/authored town planning studies, and reviewed site plan and subdivision applications.  

 

Research Ecologist            1992-1997 

Wyoming, Virginia, New York USA, Brazil, Borneo, Malaysia. Botany and zoology data collection and 

interpretation. Use of GPS, statistical software, presentation of research posters and unpublished papers.  

 

E D U C A T I O N  

Harvard College, Bachelor of Arts         1991-1995 

Environmental Science and Public Policy I Cambridge, MA  

Coursework in biology, botany, atmospheric science, organic and inorganic chemistry, calculus, economics, international 

relations. Thesis research in Malaysian tropical rain forest, analyzing ecology of dipterocarp trees.  

 

University of Wisconsin, Madison, Masters of Science       1998-2000 

Conservation Biology and Sustainable Development I Madison, Wisconsin  

Coursework in Monitoring & Evaluation, botany, GIS, landscape ecology, anthropology. 

Thesis research on conflict between development pressure and conservation in Brazil’s Atlantic Rainforest. Helped design 

Monitoring & Evaluation system to determine whether the project was successful. 

 

L E A D E R S H I P  

Smithtown Hunt, co-Treasurer 

LI Farm Bureau, Director, 2022-present 

Farm Credit East, Customer Service Council, 2014-present 

Organic Farmers Association (OFA), Director, 2020-present 

Riverhead Agriculture Advisory Committee, member 2019- present 

Riverhead Open Space Committee, member 2004-2012 (Chair, 2004-2007) 

League of Conservation Voters Long Island Chapter, member of Board of Directors, 2003-2008 

Hallockville Museum Farm and Folklife Center, member of Board of Directors, 2003-2006 

 

A D D I T I O N A L  S K I L L S  

● Languages: Fluent spoken Portuguese, Conv. Spanish, Comprehension in French, German, Italian.  

● Finance: Quickbooks, MS Excel spreadsheets 



● Productivity, Communications & Social Media: Calendy, signup.com, constant contact, buffer, Planoly, contribute, 

wordpress 

● Point-of-Sale: Square, Lightspeed (Shopkeep), QB POS 

● Presentation & Project Management: MS Office, GSuite, Adobe Creative Suite, Canva, Slack,  

● Certifications:  

National Association for Corporate Directors (NACD) Directorship Certified (2024-present);  

American Institute for Certified Planners (2004-2019);  

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (2006-2010);  

Suffolk County Food Manager, First Aid/CPR 

 

TRAININGS DELIVERED  

Collaborative Communication/Non-Violent Communication 

Effective Management Techniques, Manager Personal and Professional Development 

Bookkeeping and Financial Recordkeeping, Business Budgeting 

Public Speaking, Persuasive Writing 

 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  

Growing, Marketing, and Operating a Successful Organic U-Pick Berry Operation”, invited presenter, Northeast Organic 
Farming Association of New York (NOFA-NY) Annual Conference, January 2021  

Eating Healthy on the Farm. Lecture presented for the 2017 Conference of the North American Farm Direct Market 
Association (NAFDMA), Mystic CT. Kaplan-Walbrecht, E and Quinn, S. (2017, February 6) 

“Farm Success”, Lecture presented at the Pennsylvania Extension Annual Organic Vegetable Production Intensive Seminar, 
Allentown PA. Kaplan-Walbrecht, E (December 11, 2014) 

How to Make Your Small Farm Profitable, Lecture presented for the Annual Northeast Organic Farming Association 
Conference, Saratoga NY. Kaplan-Walbrecht, E (January 2014) 

“Overcoming Your Fear of Bookkeeping” and “Livestock Guard Dog Roundtable”, Lectures presented for the Annual 
Northeast Organic Farming Association Conference, Saratoga NY. Kaplan-Walbrecht, E (January 2010) 
 

 

 

 


